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Foreword by Chair

Yet another year has flown by and here I am again penning the foreword for the 2017 Annual 
Report. So what has happened since last year and what can we look forward to in the next?

Our overriding aim remains to get more people to use the train service more often but also to 
seize the opportunities and take advantage of the regeneration of Bishop Auckland especially as 
a result of the Auckland Project and Kynren to promote the line. As I said last year, the train service 
will be ready and able to help to contribute to making all these tourist related developments a 
success and firmly put our terminus on the map.

I continue to represent The Partnership on the Bishop Auckland Town Team, a very proactive set of 
volunteers who deserve more credit than they get. Consequently, I receive regular updates on all 
the exciting things that are happening, and are planned for, in Bishop Auckland at the end of our 
line.

The Town Team acknowledges that the new Northern franchise hourly service and the replacement 
of the Pacer units with more modern rolling stock will have huge benefits for the town, not only to 
provide a sustainable means of accessing the town from the wider rail network but also to reduce 
traffic congestion within it. The fact that our line is on the route of the historically important Stockton 
and Darlington Railway is not lost on them either as a marketing tool. 

The multi million pound development work in and around Auckland Castle now has been 
rebranded as the Auckland Project acknowledging the town and its community. Anyone visiting 
Bishop Auckland cannot fail to notice that there is a lot going on, breathing life back into the town. 
The Auckland Project’s bold ambition is to seek to develop a visitor destination of international 
significance. It’s mission is to work with the local community and other partners to create 
opportunities through arts, heritage and a culture of learning that will continue to evolve even 
when the physical destination is complete. 

The principal elements which make up the Auckland Project include Auckland Castle itself, the 
recently opened mining art gallery, the faith museum, Spanish gallery, walled garden and deer 
park. The most striking and potent icon of the project is the Auckland Tower in the historic market 
place. At 29m high, it resembles a great wooden siege machine, symbolically removing the 
barriers between the castle and the town. 

Kynren, the historic re-enactment of 200 years of history at the Eleven Arches site had another 
successful year, achieving 95% highly recommended reviews on TripAdvisor.

Bishop Trains have settled down in their new home at the station and continue to prosper providing 
an excellent ticketing service as well as organising special charter trains.
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And let us not forget the valued work of our other station adoption groups along the line. 
Regrettably, we have witnessed some vandalism of late especially at Shildon which is a real 
shame given the hard work done by Ken Hodgson in co-operation with local schools to ensure 
that the station serving Locomotion is looking its best. It is a reminder that we should all be vigilant 
and report any anti-social activity to the Police to enable them to tackle this mindless behaviour.

Weardale Railway’s heritage service has had another successful year and we wish them well in 
their ambition to secure a two car DMU to enhance the service in 2018. We also wish the new 
Christmas Train initiative every success in the future. It still remains our ambition to once again see 
service trains connecting with the heritage services at Bishop Auckland West and special charter 
trains running up to Stanhope at some time in the future. 

Locomotion, formerly known as the National Railway Museum at Shildon, has undergone a 
dramatic transformation not only in terms of its management structure but also in terms of its 
appearance. The Science Museum Group has taken over sole responsibility for the management 
of the facility, it was formerly shared with Durham County Council, and has rebranded the museum 
as simply “Locomotion” with a striking new logo and black and white signage. It’s ambition is to 
become bigger and better through the implementation of a new Master Plan. The Partnership who 
have enjoyed a collaborative relationship with the museum over the years will continue to support 
and promote the museum during this transition period and into the future.

As you can imagine work continues behind the scenes to, amongst other things, improve 
marketing and publicity, and to examine new initiatives to encourage more people to use the train 
service more often. In this regard, I am indebted to our indefatigable Community Rail Officer, Bob 
Whitehouse, and our Secretary, Stuart Woods. Their help and friendship is invaluable.

Charlie Walton
Chair, Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership
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Partnership
Objectives

The Partnership’s overall aim is to raise awareness of the Bishop Line – locally, regionally and 
nationally. Over the last year, a number of initiatives have been delivered to help sustain 
patronage along the line. Many objectives are ongoing and will continue to be delivered in the 
short, medium and long term.

Short-term
• Continue to build the business case for a regular interval hourly service, 

in partnership with the train operator and Network Rail

• Further develop the range of guided and self-guided walks along the line

• Continue to work with key attractions and local businesses to develop joint 
promotion initiatives

• Continue to roll out small-scale improvements at each station, including signage,  
CCTV and horticulture

• Continue to work with schools to promote rail safety and travel awareness

• Provide cycle facilities and associated signage at all stations along the line

Medium-term
• Introduce an hourly service, based on an extension of the Saltburn to 

Darlington service

• Continue the Sunday service

• Introduce a later evening service (train or bus service)

• Introduce improved rolling stock (ideally an all-class 156 operation)

Long-term
• Construct a new station at North Road and extend the Head of Steam Museum

• Introduce a half-hourly tram train operation

• Devise a plan to maximise the legacy of Stockton and Darlington railway’s 
200th anniversary in 2025.
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Patronage
Due to the change in franchise we currently have no comparative data. 

When more than 12 months of data is available we will be able to compare year on year figures 
and will report in the 2018 Annual report. 

Performance
Due to the change in franchise, performance data is no longer reported on.

Results
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Station News
Bank Top - Darlington Main Station 
Tees Valley Combined Authority has plans to regenerate the area surrounding Darlington (Bank Top) 
Station. This would include alterations to the station access. Currently the station is a major inhibitor 
of rail service expansion and enhancements to the trackwork and station buildings would be 
required both for local services and HS2. Plans have been circulated which show a new platform 
to the east of the current building and the East Coast Main Line.

North Road 
North Road Station occupies only a small part of what was Darlington’s original second station. The 
Original station which is the other side of the road bridge was demolished some time ago. This 
is a very historic area of the town and plans are being made to improve the area as a Heritage 
Quarter. The station building currently houses the Head of Steam Museum. Following the success 
of Tornado the A1 Locomotive Steam Trust is building a new steam engine in the old Carriage 
Works adjacent to the station.

Heighington
The Hitachi train manufacturing plant adjacent to the line, seems to go from strength to strength, 
users of the line will regularly see new vehicles which are being tested on the test track which runs 
parallel to the Bishop Line. We are hoping that Northern can enhance the station with bicycles 
for workers to use to get to the plant. This part of the line is where the first locomotive, Locomotion 
No.1, was placed on the line having been brought from Newcastle in pieces. The Locomotion No.1 
public house and a recently installed Transport Trust Red Wheel plaque on the station celebrate 
the event.

Newton Aycliffe
Pupils at Greenfield Academy, adopters of 
Newton Aycliffe station, recently completed 
an art project called ‘Bring the Funny’ which 
aimed to promote wellbeing in the local 
community by raising the spirits of rail users. 

The students worked closely with artist and 
designer Nicola Golightly along with writer 
and director Laura Degnan to complete 
eight amusing poster boards which hang 
along the length of the station. They also 
constructed a fantastic interactive light box 
with a motion detector which is fitted inside 
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the station’s shelters and is triggered by passers-by. Comedian and artist Ruth Johnson also got 
involved to help the students record jokes which trigger when the light box illuminates.

Those who took part in the project are all members of Youth Cree, a group designed to promote 
positive wellbeing, and all worked together as a team to complete this amazing project for their 
community.

Shildon 
The station has now received a make-over by the station adopters and new flower tubs have been 
installed. This, together with the artwork ‘You are here’ improves the overall feel of the station.

Images of the ‘Bring the Funny’ artwork installed at Newton Aycliffe station, and members of Youth Cree

‘You are here’ artwork at Shildon station
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Bishop Auckland
The station continues to prosper aided by the investment made by Bishop Trains who sell rail tickets 
at the station. 

Bishop Trains supports the Stockton & Darlington Railway Youth Team to help young people access 
opportunities not normally available to them which help them to gain skills which will broaden their 
future career choices. The group is open to those interested in a railway career and also builds 
skills which are transferable to non-railway careers. The youth group are offered work experience 
opportunities at Bishop Auckland station, working in the ticket office, carrying out customer service 
duties and assisting with excursions on trains. 

Station adoption - Bishop Line
All stations have been adopted on the line and successful requests for funding have been made. 

Station adoption - Tees Valley Line
During the year the Community Rail Officer has assisted Northern in ensuring that all stations in 
the Tees Valley are adopted by community groups. This has now been completed and again 
applications for funding are being made to Northern. The two privately leased stations Teesside 
Airport and British Steel (Redcar) are not suitable for adoption and have limited services.

Extension of the service designation
Much work has been done by the Officer and staff of Northern Rail to try to extend the service 
designation to Saltburn during the year. There is a wish by local authorities that all Northern stations 
in Tees Valley and County Durham be part of Community Rail which has meant that further 
discussions needed to take place. These discussions continue and finance sought to ensure that 
such a Partnership is viable.

Weardale railway
The Weardale Railway has continued a service between Witton Park, Wolsingham and Stanhope 
during the summer months, however it has not be able to run to Bishop Auckland due to track 
subsidence near the River Wear at ‘Broken Banks’ a name which is most apt! Fortunately work has 
been undertaken to remedy the problem and it is hoped that the service will recommence.
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Service News

Hourly service
The Bishop Line service is undergoing improvements as part of the Northern upgrade programme. 
Two main improvements to the Bishop Line include: 

• an hourly service – launched 11th December 2017 

• a clock-face timetable – due May 2018  
(trains will depart at the same time each hour. e.g. 09.08, 10.08, 11.08)

Both improvements are being publicised through a campaign initiated and managed by the 
Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership. More details can be found in the Marketing section on 
page 15. 

Northern
Northern’s franchise provides for an hourly service from December 2017 and newer trains by 2019. 
In addition a Community and Sustainability Manager for the North East has been appointed. The 
franchise promotes station adoption and provides funds for the adopters. Northern have agreed to 
fund The Partnership in the sum of £15,000 for a period of three years. 

Trans-Pennine Express
The franchise provides a fund for bids to be made by Community Rail provided that this connects 
with a Trans-Pennine service. Currently the Bishop Line service does not have good connections 
however with the advent for the hourly service and the half hourly Trans-Pennine service this will 
make bids applicable.

Virgin East Coast 
Virgin provides financial support to The Partnership.
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CrossCountry Trains
The recent franchise agreement for Cross 
County Trains has provided for considerable 
community involvement, in particular there 
is a Scouts Safety Badge. The Partnership 
has contacted each Scout Association 
District Commissioner along the line to offer 
assistance with the badge and possible 
involvement by the Scouts in the railway. 

The Partnership has together with the Tyne 
Valley Partnership agreed to sponsor the 
TeenTech awards in the rail category  
www.teentech.com. This will commence in 
2018. 

As part of its Community involvement 
CrossCountry Trains has provided a mobile 
phone ‘app’ for Community Rail Partnerships. 
Upon clicking the relevant logo you will 
get access to a film about the Bishop 
Line. Filming took place along the line in 
December and the film will be accessible 
from the Bishop Line website and promoted 
on social media. 

https://www.bishopline.org

CrossCountry Trains XC Community Hub app

TeenTech Awards

http://www.teentech.com
https://www.bishopline.org
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Industry News
Timetable overhaul
The New Year heralds the first major revision of the timetable since the railway was privatised. It will 
be interesting to see how this will provide a better timetable for the line. A clock-face timetable is 
due in May 2018.

Designated Lines Seminar
The Partnership Officer attended the Seminar held in Lincoln earlier in the year. The seminar 
discussed Franchising and how to engage positively with franchise holders. A number of workshops 
were held, particularly relevant was the place of tourism and heritage in Community Rail

Scenic Rail Britain
A website aimed at 
Tourists, particularly 
from abroad has 
been created showing 
community rail lines, 
of which the Bishop 
Line is one www.
scenicrailbritain.com. 

The Partnership 
contributed with text 
and images to portray 
the Line in a very 
positive light. 

COMREG
The Community Rail Executive Group (COMREG) was part of Northern’s franchise agreement. 
This group was formulated to ensure Northern undertook its obligations to Community Rail. It also 
ensures that the money provided is spent wisely. The meetings are held quarterly.

Personnel
The Partnership employs a part-time officer and all other work is carried out on a voluntary basis by 
the Management Committee (Steering Group) and other members.

http://www.scenicrailbritain.com
http://www.scenicrailbritain.com


14 | The Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership Annual Report December 2017

Marketing
Collateral & Events
Official unveiling of Skerne Bridge Red Wheel Plaque and Heritage area 
September 2017 saw the official unveiling of a Transport Trust Red Wheel Plaque on Skerne Bridge 
by the Lord Lieutenant, Sue Snowdon.

The Red Wheel Plaque celebrates Skerne Bridge as the oldest railway bridge in the world still in use 
as such, and which featured on the old £5 note. The plaque was applied for by the Bishop Line 
Community Rail Partnership. 

The unveiling was part of the opening of the Skerne Bridge Heritage Area which celebrates 
the historical relevance of Northgate in relation to the development of the railways and the 
significance of Darlington as a busy hub for commerce. The Heritage Area comprises the Red 
Wheel Plaque, a new archway marking the entrance to the newly completed John Street cycle 
way which passes under the Skerne Rail Bridge and two Interpretation boards illustrating the 
historical sites in the local area.

The event was attended by representatives from the Transport Trust, ACoRP, Network Rail, The Bishop 
Line Community Rail Partnership, NERA, Friends of Darlington Railway Museum, Friends of the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway, Darlington Borough Council, Durham County Council and the Tees 
Valley Combined Authority.

Lord Lieutenant, Sue Snowdon and The Worshipful the Mayor, 

Jan Taylor unveiling the Skerne Bridge Transport Trust, Red 

Wheel plaque, and opening the heritage area.
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Two interpretation boards showing the heritage of the area surrounding Skerne Bridge. 

The commemorative archway 

marking one of the entrances to the 

John Street walking and cycling route 

and heritage area. 

Chris Lloyd delivering a short talk on the heritage 

surrounding Skerne Bridge. 

One of the benches along the new 

John Street walking and cycling 

route.
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Market research
The Partnership has recently commissioned research to gather opinions about the Bishop Line 
service from users and non-users. The results can be found on the bishop Line website  
www.bishopline.org/stakeholders/users-research and highlights are as follows:

• 61% of train users surveyed said that they would be more likely to use the service more often 
if the service were more frequent during the day. 

• 23% of car or bus users surveyed said that they would use the service or use it more 
frequently if the service ran more frequently during the day. 

• Respondents who stated that they do not travel by train, the reasons why were as follows: 

 - Quicker/more convenient by car/bus 30.6%

 - Station is too far away 15.3%

 - Didn’t know/ hadn’t thought about it 15.3%

 - Cost 12.7%

The service improvements are a great response to what the public have asked for and we look 
forward to repeating the market research in summer 2018 to see how the improvements have 
affected perceptions. 

Hourly Service Campaign 
The improvements to the service are exactly what Bishop Line customers asked for, and as a result 
we wanted to shout about it. So during December 2017 the ‘Hourly Service’ campaign ran to 
increase awareness of the improvements and ultimately get more people travelling on the Bishop 
Line route. 

The priorities of the campaign were: 

1. Increase passenger numbers on a medium term basis, within the first 6 months of the 
timetable improvements. 

2. Increase awareness of the hourly service and clock-face service within both the business 
and residential community.

3. Change the perception of the Bishop Line service from unreliable and inconvenient to 
reliable and convenient. 

4. Increase Bishop Line brand awareness in the local community.

5. Create a campaign that can be used across both digital and traditional print platforms.

6. Create a campaign that will work in conjunction with the Bishop Line Brand and the 
incorporation of Northern branding. 

http://www.bishopline.org/stakeholders/users-research
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The message:

Three messages were created to inform the public of the benefits of the timetable change and to 
invite them to like and share the social media post with a chance to win a day ticket so that they 
could try the newly improved service.

New Timetable

Two little words to make your life easier.

A better Bishop Line. Loving our community.

The execution of the campaign was as follows: 

1. w/c 11th December 2017 - 2 weeks of targeted social media advertising (facebook and 
Google+) to age 16+ within a 5 mile radius of each of the Bishop Line stations showing a 
carousel of the following graphics: 

 

Posters have been installed at all stations with Bishop Line poster cases (Shildon, Newton 
Aycliffe and Heighington) and additional posters will be placed at the remaining stations 
when cases have been installed. 



18 | The Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership Annual Report December 2017

2. May 2018 – Clock-face timetable promotion - Mail drop to residential and business 
addresses within a 1 mile radius of each of the Bishop Line stations encouraging recipients 
to visit the Bishop Line website to find out more about the clock-face timetable. A link to 
the facebook page and competition is prominent on the webpage along with a link to 
Northern to book tickets. 

 A further 2 week social media campaign to the same demographic, showing a clock-face 
timetable message will coincide with the mail drop.

Schools transition programme
The Partnership is willing to undertake work with schools regarding railway safety in conjunction with 
the local museums, Northern Rail and Network Rail. This is particularly relevant for those leaving 
primary school and travelling to senior schools.

Help for refugees
The Partnership is pursuing a project to help refugees to understand how to use the train, 
particularly younger children. Many refugees have limited knowledge of English and have no  
valid driving licence therefore travel is mainly by public transport.
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Media Releases

Please note: If any of these links do not work, copy and paste them into your web browser.

17/09/2017 Skerne Bridge and John Street heritage area officially unveiled 

http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=653

Skerne Railway Bridge named among England’s top heritage gems

http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=672

Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership asks “How would you change rail 
travel in Britain?”

http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=735 

Social Media Posts

04/01/2017 Take a look at this great video capturing the launch of the new artwork at 
Shildon station. 

https://vimeo.com/195453789

03/02/2017 Pathway to the world’s oldest working railway bridge (on the Bishop Line!) 
being built 

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.10737418
29.596116733899887/691682497676643/?type=3&theater 

28/02/2017 Visit Kynren by rail and spend the weekend in the lovely Durham Dales

https://elevenarches.org/ 

28/02/2017 New Azuma at Darlington (Bank Top) Station 

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.10737418
29.596116733899887/704401583071401/?type=3&theater 

21/04/2017 Some of our station adopters the Stockton and Darlington Youth Railway 
Team can be found at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sdryt/ 

28/04/2017 Busy at Hitachi Aycliffe yesterday - photo from Adrian Hobbs 

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.10737418
29.596116733899887/736522273192665/?type=3&theater 

28/06/2017 New Mining Art Gallery to open in autumn 

http://www.aucklandcastle.org/new-home-for-paintings/ 

http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=653
http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=672
http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=735
https://vimeo.com/195453789
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/691682497676643/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/691682497676643/?type=3&theater
https://elevenarches.org/
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/704401583071401/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/704401583071401/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sdryt/
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/736522273192665/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/a.651365848374975.1073741829.596116733899887/736522273192665/?type=3&theater
http://www.aucklandcastle.org/new-home-for-paintings/
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24/07/2017 This morning TransPennine Express released the first of its newly refurbished 
class 185 trains into operational service. 

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/
pcb.782514405260118/782514361926789/?type=3&theater 

24/07/2017 The Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership has applied for, and been 
granted permission for, a Red Wheel Transport Trust plaque for Ignatius 
Bonomi’s Skerne Bridge. 

Further details will follow when available

28/08/2017 Skerne Bridge was officially recognised with a Transport Trust Red Wheel 
plaque unveiled yesterday by the Lord Lieutenant, Sue Snowdon and Mayor, 
Jan Taylor. Read more about the event here. 

http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=653 

29/09/2017 Tim Peake’s spacecraft to land in Shildon – date announced

Soyuz TMA-19M displayed at Locomotion, the National Railway Museum at 
Shildon from 22 November

09/10/2017 Climb aboard for free taster at Head of Steam. 

A special invitation has been issued offering families the chance to enjoy 
a free taste of the half term fun on offer at the Head of Steam – Darlington 
Railway Museum.

09/10/2017 The government has this week set out details of its programme to introduce 
smart ticketing across England and Wales by the end of 2018.

This significant investment will ensure that passengers across the network 
can use mobile phones, bar codes and smart cards across almost all of the 
network by the end of next year.

23/10/2017 A1 Steam Trust has ambitions to restore engine shed in Whessoe Road.

https://www.a1steam.com/category/news/

31/10/2017 Skerne Bridge in top 100 places in England!

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/posts/827002797477945 

09/11/2017 Great news, a new hourly service will run on the Bishop Line from December. 

http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/15649046.New_
hourly_train_service_between_towns_part_of_winter_timetable_changes/ 

10/11/2017 Have your say on a new strategy to expand the community rail scheme 
across England and Wales. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/future-of-community-rail-strategy

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/community-rail-stations-of-the-future-to-
be-shaped-by-new-blueprint-for-success 

Please note: If any of these links do not work, copy and paste them into your web browser.

https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/pcb.782514405260118/782514361926789/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/photos/pcb.782514405260118/782514361926789/?type=3&theater
http://letsgoteesvalley.co.uk/news/news-item/?id=653
https://www.a1steam.com/category/news/
https://www.facebook.com/BishoplineCRP/posts/827002797477945
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/15649046.New_hourly_train_service_between_tow
http://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/local/darlington/15649046.New_hourly_train_service_between_tow
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/future-of-community-rail-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/community-rail-stations-of-the-future-to-be-shaped-by-new-blueprint-for-success
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/community-rail-stations-of-the-future-to-be-shaped-by-new-blueprint-for-success
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The Coming Year
Friends of Stockton and Darlington Railway 2025
The Friends have been active during the year trying to ensure that assets which are valuable are 
preserved, and supporting work for the 200th anniversary celebrations on 27th September 2025. 
Eight years ago The Partnership put forward the idea of a footpath/cycle route along the route 
of the original railway but as yet no firm plans have been taken forward. This would need local 
authorities to look at rights of way.

Darlington’s Heritage Campus
Darlington Borough Council is still considering the best way in which to promote and develop a 
heritage campus which would include some of the historic structures in the vicinity of Darlington 
(North Road) station 

Station Adoption
During the year The Partnership Officer together with Northern’s Community and Sustainability 
Officer, have been active in ensuring that all stations within The Partnership area and the Tees 
Valley are adopted by groups under the Northern station Adoption Scheme. All stations have now 
been adopted with the exception of British Steel (Redcar) and Teesside Airport which are privately 
leased. 

New CRP
Discussions have taken place to establish a new Community Rail partnership for parts of the Tees 
Valley and County Durham which would include the Bishop Line CRP. It has been suggested that 
an overarching body be formed dealing with administrative, finance and employment matters. 
This is fortuitous as it would coincide with the need to make alternative arrangements for the 
employment of our Officer when the current incumbent retires. However plans are currently stalled.
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Partnership 
Members
Local authorities
Department for Transport

North East Rail Management Unit  
(Rail North)

Darlington Borough Council

Durham County Council

Great Aycliffe Town Council

Shildon Town Council

Bishop Auckland Town Council

Rail organisations
A1 Locomotive Trust

Bishop Trains

Friends of Darlington Railway Museum

Friends of the National Railway Museum 
(North East Branch)

Locomotion

Railway Heritage Committee

Weardale Railways Limited

Weardale Railway Trust

Weardale Railway Heritage Services Ltd

G5 Group

Rail industry
Association of Community Rail Partnerships

British Transport Police

Network Rail

Northern Rail

Passenger Focus

Rail Trade Unions

Community and voluntary based 
groups
Bishop Auckland Town Team

New Shildon Residents Association

Xcel Centre Newton Aycliffe

Greenfield Community College

Membership
Membership of the Partnership is open to organisations that have an interest in rail, the Bishop 
Line, or improving sustainable transport in the local area. To find out more, or to become a 
member, please contact the Partnership. Contact details can be found overleaf.

Funders

Special thanks to TransPennine Express and CrossCountry for their support to the Partnership and its members.





This report is produced by the Bishop Line Community Rail Partnership.
Enquiries about the Partnership should be made to
Robert Whitehouse
Community Rail Officer
The Bishop Line
Room 417 Town Hall
Darlington DL1 5QT
Email: robertwhitehouse@bishopline.org
Tel: 01325 406165
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