Esk Valley
RETIWEY,

Known as ‘The Pretty line’, the Esk
Valley Railway takes visitors across
some of the most picturesque moorland
in North Yorkshire and down the

lush Esk Valley, connecting its rural
communities with the bustling town of
Middlesbrough and the scenic coastal
resort of Whitby. Here are just some

of the things explore along our line:

You can traverse the entire North York Moors
National Park and stop off at any of the 10
stations located within the Park. A visit to the
popular Moors Visitor Centre at Danby and there
are many opportunities to follow the Esk Valley
walk alongside the River Esk connecting all

the stations.

Whilst the rural stations along the line have a
beauty and charm all of their own, their adjoining
villages each have a story to tell, and many can
tempt your palate with cafes and bakeries serving
home-made treats and cosy pubs to welcome
you after a heart-warming walk through the
stunning countryside.

Packed with amazing history and tales of legend
and myth, Whitby is best known for both the
famous Captain Cook and the infamous Count
Dracula. Visit the Captain Cook and Pannett Park
Museums to learn more about the Captain and his
many voyages. Or why not ascend the 199 steps
up to the Church of St. Mary, the inspiration for
Bram Stoker’s novel. Then let your imagination
take you back in time as you head further up the
East Cliff to the dramatic Whitby Abbey. Then
back down for the very best fish and chips!

The Bishop Line is part of the original
Stockton & Darlington Railway so it’s
bursting with history and packed with
exciting attractions & places to explore.

North Road is the first stop on the line, and
where you’ll find the newest attraction in the
North East — Hopetown, Darlington; A 7.5 acre
site where every building has a unique story to
tell - including North Road Station Museum,
The Carriage Works, The Stores, Darlington
Locomotive Works and Skerne Bridge - the
oldest operating railway bridge in the world.

Shildon is the home of Locomotion and its New
Hall housing the largest undercover collection of
historic railway vehicles in Europe.

Bishop Auckland is at the far end of the line, just
24 mins from Darlington, where you can visit The
Auckland Project and its many visitor attractions
including Auckland Castle, The Spanish Gallery
and Auckland Tower. Bishop Auckland is also the
start of the Weardale Railway operating heritage
services to Stanhope.

Tyne Valley
Railway

The Tyne Valley Railway connects the

cities of Newcastle and Carlisle, both of
which have excellent rail connections
from the rest of the country. They offer
great venues to eat, drink, stay and
shop, as do the towns and villages

along the route.

Passengers can sit back and enjoy the
picturesque landscape of the north of England
and explore Hadrian’s Wall country. Take the
train to Haltwhistle or Hexham, hop on the
AD122 bus to the Wall’s attractions. From
Corbridge station, walk to the Roman town
or walk from Bardon Mill to The Sill National

Discovery Centre and Vindolanda.

The MetroCentre, just a couple of stops from
Newcastle, is a great place for retail therapy

and entertainment.

The Hadrian’s Wall Country Day Ranger and
other ranger and rover tickets provide
passengers the opportunity to hop on and off
trains so they can explore the North East and
beyond. Read more about these tickets at

https://tinyurl.com/y7ae8bjn
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Explore the North East and North
Yorkshire by train and discover what
NEWSHAM makes this region and the people who
live here so well loved.
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NORTH YORKSHIRE

Welcome to the North East and North Yorkshire

2025 marked the 200th anniversary of
the birth of railways with the opening

of the Stockton and Darlington Railway
in 1825.

You'll be in the best place to explore
where it all began. The Bishop Line

takes you from Darlington to Bishop
Auckland, while from Stockton you can
take the train on the Esk Valley Line
across the North York Moors to the
historic seaside town of Whitby.

Northumberland [5;
Line

The new passenger railway line.

The Northumberland Line, opened on

15 December 2024 with services between
Newcastle and Ashington. In the first month,
50000 passengers travelled on the route.

The Northumberland Line Community Rail
Partnership will be joining the community rail
family in 2025/26. There is much work to be
done engaging with its communities to promote
and explain rail travel. Follow the Partnership’s
journey on social media, search for
Northumberland Line CRP.

Download the North Eastern Railway Association
guide to the line at https://ner.org.uk/



